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“the message of resilience is more radical for
policy-makers than that of sustainability (-)
promoting resilience means changing”. Brand and Jax, 2007:1

From Sustainability to Resilience: The IMPERATIVE of resilience

Urgency 
(short term plan and short term result)

Politically Correct
(actions saving our lives and future)

Justifying (much needed) Investments  



The IMPERATIVE of resilience and the OVERSIMPLIFICATION : Resilience TRAPS

Not Resilient Resilient

Exposure x (Sensitivity x) Hazard Risk
Resilience (adaptive cap)

Vulnerability =
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One Word – Multiple Approaches



The IMPERATIVE of resilience and the OVERSIMPLIFICATION : Resilience TRAPS

One Principle implementation – Different Results 
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One Principle implementation – Different Results 

RESILIENCE 
PRINCIPLES

Modularity

Self-sufficiency

Redundancy
Connectedness

Flexible Institutions

Diversity

Responsiveness



The IMPERATIVE of resilience and the OVERSIMPLIFICATION : Resilience TRAPS

Resilience = 3 x



Sharifi, A. (2017)

Premises: It is not about money! 
it’s mostly about institutional and societal capacities

The IMPERATIVE of resilience: How to do it ? 



The IMPERATIVE of resilience: How to do it ? 

It is not sustainability !

It could imply trade-offs
across temporal and spatial scales



The IMPERATIVE of resilience: How to do it ? 

Work in and within Networks

Produce and work based on data and scenario modelling and co-design
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